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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
New International Version

Dig Site 1
1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:11
The Birth of Samuel

1 There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite[g] from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name
was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2He had
two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had
none.

3 Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at
Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD. * Whenever the day
came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her
sons and daughters. > But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had
closed her womb. ® Because the LORD had closed Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her in order
to irritate her. ’ This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her
rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. ® Her husband Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah,
why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than
ten sons?”

? Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was
sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the LORD’s house. ' In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the
LORD, weeping bitterly. ! And she made a vow, saying, “LORD Almighty, if you will only look on your
servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him
to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”

12 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. !* Hannah was praying in her heart, and
her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk '*and said to her, “How
long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.”

15¢“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking
wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. '® Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I
have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”

7Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.”

18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and
her face was no longer downcast.

19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went back to their home at
Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her. 2° So in the course of
time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel,® saying, “Because I
asked the LORD for him.”

Hannah Dedicates Samuel

2I'When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to
fulfill his vow, 2> Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him
and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.”¢!
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23“Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have weaned him;
only may the LORD make good his!4! word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she
had weaned him.

24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull,!
an ephah[ﬂ of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. 2> When the
bull had been sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As
surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 2’ I prayed for this
child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I give him to the LORD. For his
whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there.

1 Samuel 2:11

"1 Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before the LORD under Eli the priest.

Footnotes:

o

1 Samuel 1:1 See Septuagint and 1 Chron. 6:26-27,33-35; or from Ramathaim Zuphim.
b. 1 Samuel 1:20 Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for heard by God.
1 Samuel 1:22 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scrolls always. | have dedicated him as a Nazirite—all the days
of his life.”
d. 1Samuel 1:23 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint and Syriac your
. 1Samuel 1:24 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint and Syriac; Masoretic Text with three bulls
f. 1 Samuel 1:24 That is, probably about 36 pounds or about 16 kilograms
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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
New International Version

Dig Site 2
1 Samuel 2:12-29, 34-35; 3:1-4:1a
Eli’s Wicked Sons

12Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no regard for the LORD. '* Now it was the practice of the priests
that, whenever any of the people offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a three-
pronged fork in his hand while the meat was being boiled '* and would plunge the fork into the pan or
kettle or caldron or pot. Whatever the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is how they
treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. ' But even before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant
would come and say to the person who was sacrificing, “Give the priest some meat to roast; he won’t
accept boiled meat from you, but only raw.”

161f the person said to him, “Let the fat be burned first, and then take whatever you want,” the servant
would answer, “No, hand it over now; if you don’t, I'll take it by force.”

17 This sin of the young men was very great in the LORD’s sight, for they'?! were treating the LORD’s
offering with contempt.

¥ But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen ephod. ' Each year his mother
made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual
sacrifice. 2’ Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give you children by this
woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to!® the LORD.” Then they would go home.
2l And the LORD was gracious to Hannah; she gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile,
the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD.

22 Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they
slept with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. **> So he said to them, “Why do
you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of yours. >* No, my sons; the
report I hear spreading among the LORD’s people is not good. ° If one person sins against another,
God'“! may mediate for the offender; but if anyone sins against the LORD, who will intercede for them?”
His sons, however, did not listen to their father’s rebuke, for it was the LORD’s will to put them to death.

26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with people.

Prophecy Against the House of Eli

2"Now a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Did I not clearly reveal
myself to your ancestor’s family when they were in Egypt under Pharaoh? **I chose your ancestor out of
all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod in my
presence. I also gave your ancestor’s family all the food offerings presented by the Israelites. 2 Why do
yould! scorn my sacrifice and offering that I prescribed for my dwelling? Why do you honor your sons
more than me by fattening yourselves on the choice parts of every offering made by my people Israel?’

1 Samuel 2:34-35

34« And what happens to your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, will be a sign to you—they will both die
on the same day. * I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in my
heart and mind. I will firmly establish his priestly house, and they will minister before my anointed one
always.
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The LORD Calls Samuel

3 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare;
there were not many visions.

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his
usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the
LORD, where the ark of God was.  Then the LORD called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” > And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.

® Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called
me.”

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
"Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you
called me.”

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. ° So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he
calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.””” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

19The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

' And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of
everyone who hears about it tingle. '> At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against
his family—from beginning to end. '* For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the
sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed God,!® and he failed to restrain them. '* Therefore I swore to the
house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.””

15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to
tell Eli the vision, '®but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.”

Samuel answered, “Here I am.”

17«What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever
so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” ¥ So Samuel told him everything, hiding
nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.”

19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.
29 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD.
2 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.

4 And Samuel’s word came to all Israel.

Footnotes:
a. 1Samuel 2:17 Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint; Masoretic Text people
1 Samuel 2:20 Dead Sea Scrolls; Masoretic Text and asked from
1 Samuel 2:25 Or the judges
1 Samuel 2:29 The Hebrew is plural.
1 Samuel 3:13 An ancient Hebrew scribal tradition (see also Septuagint); Masoretic Text sons made themselves
contemptible

a0 T


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+3%3A1%E2%80%934%3A1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7290a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+2%3A12-29%2C+34-35%3B+3%3A1%E2%80%934%3A1a&version=NIV#en-NIV-7258
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+2%3A12-29%2C+34-35%3B+3%3A1%E2%80%934%3A1a&version=NIV#en-NIV-7261
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+2%3A12-29%2C+34-35%3B+3%3A1%E2%80%934%3A1a&version=NIV#en-NIV-7266
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+2%3A12-29%2C+34-35%3B+3%3A1%E2%80%934%3A1a&version=NIV#en-NIV-7270
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+3%3A1%E2%80%934%3A1&version=NIV#en-NIV-7290

Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
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Dig Site 3
1 Samuel 4:16-5:12
The Philistines Capture the Ark

Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the
Philistines at Aphek. > The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, Israel
was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. 3When the
soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the LORD bring defeat on us today before
the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the LORD’s covenant from Shiloh, so that he may go with us and
save us from the hand of our enemies.”

4So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the LORD Almighty,
who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the
ark of the covenant of God.

>When the ark of the LORD’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout that the
ground shook. ¢ Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, “What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew
camp?”

When they learned that the ark of the LORD had come into the camp, ’ the Philistines were afraid. “A
god has'® come into the camp,” they said. “Oh no! Nothing like this has happened before. ® We’re
doomed! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the
Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the wilderness. * Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be
subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!”

1080 the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter
was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. !! The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

Death of Eli

12 That same day a Benjamite ran from the battle line and went to Shiloh with his clothes torn and dust
on his head. > When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side of the road, watching,
because his heart feared for the ark of God. When the man entered the town and told what had
happened, the whole town sent up a cry.

“Eli heard the outcry and asked, “What is the meaning of this uproar?”

The man hurried over to Eli, '* who was ninety-eight years old and whose eyes had failed so that he
could not see. ' He told Eli, “I have just come from the battle line; I fled from it this very day.”

Eli asked, “What happened, my son?”

17 The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered
heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been
captured.”

'8 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck
was broken and he died, for he was an old man, and he was heavy. He had led™ Israel forty years.
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19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When she
heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were
dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor pains. 2° As she was dying, the
women attending her said, “Don’t despair; you have given birth to a son.” But she did not respond or
pay any attention.

2I'She named the boy Ichabod, ! saying, “The Glory has departed from Isracl”—because of the capture
of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. ?? She said, “The Glory has
departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”

The Ark in Ashdod and Ekron

5 After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then they
carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. > When the people of Ashdod rose early the
next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! They took
Dagon and put him back in his place.  But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon,
fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! His head and hands had been broken off and
were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. ° That is why to this day neither the priests of
Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the threshold.

®The LoRD’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation on them
and afflicted them with tumors.[?! 7 When the people of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said,
“The ark of the god of Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy on us and on Dagon
our god.” 8 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and asked them, “What shall we do
with the ark of the god of Israel?”

They answered, “Have the ark of the god of Israel moved to Gath.” So they moved the ark of the God of
Israel.

? But after they had moved it, the LORD’s hand was against that city, throwing it into a great panic. He
afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak of tumors.¢! 1 So they sent the ark
of God to Ekron.

As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought the ark of the
god of Israel around to us to kill us and our people.” !! So they called together all the rulers of the
Philistines and said, “Send the ark of the god of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it!! will
kill us and our people.” For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy on it.

12 Those who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went up to heaven.

Footnotes:
a. 1Samuel 4:7 Or “Gods have (see Septuagint)
b. 1Samuel 4:18 Traditionally judged
c. 1Samuel 4:21 Ichabod means no glory.
d. 1 Samuel 5:6 Hebrew; Septuagint and Vulgate tumors. And rats appeared in their land, and there was

death and destruction throughout the city
1 Samuel 5:9 Or with tumors in the groin (see Septuagint)
1 Samuel 5:11 Or he
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Dig Site 4
1 Samuel 6:1-7:1
The Ark Returned to Israel

6 When the ark of the LORD had been in Philistine territory seven months, 2 the Philistines called for the
priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us how we should
send it back to its place.”

3 They answered, “If you return the ark of the god of Israel, do not send it back to him without a gift; by
all means send a guilt offering to him. Then you will be healed, and you will know why his hand has not
been lifted from you.”

* The Philistines asked, “What guilt offering should we send to him?”

They replied, “Five gold tumors and five gold rats, according to the number of the Philistine rulers,
because the same plague has struck both you and your rulers. > Make models of the tumors and of the
rats that are destroying the country, and give glory to Israel’s god. Perhaps he will lift his hand from you
and your gods and your land. ® Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh did? When
Israel’s god dealt harshly with them, did they not send the Israelites out so they could go on their way?

7“Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the
cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. ® Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the
cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it
on its way, ° but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the LORD
has brought this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand that
struck us but that it happened to us by chance.”

1950 they did this. They took two such cows and hitched them to the cart and penned up their calves.

' They placed the ark of the LORD on the cart and along with it the chest containing the gold rats and the
models of the tumors. !> Then the cows went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping on the road and
lowing all the way; they did not turn to the right or to the left. The rulers of the Philistines followed them
as far as the border of Beth Shemesh.

13 Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting their wheat in the valley, and when they looked up
and saw the ark, they rejoiced at the sight. '* The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and
there it stopped beside a large rock. The people chopped up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the cows
as a burnt offering to the LORD. !° The Levites took down the ark of the LORD, together with the chest
containing the gold objects, and placed them on the large rock. On that day the people of Beth Shemesh
offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the LORD. '° The five rulers of the Philistines saw all this
and then returned that same day to Ekron.

17 These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent as a guilt offering to the LORD—one each for Ashdod,
Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron. '® And the number of the gold rats was according to the number of
Philistine towns belonging to the five rulers—the fortified towns with their country villages. The large
rock on which the Levites set the ark of the LORD is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth
Shemesh.

19 But God struck down some of the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy!? of them to death
because they looked into the ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the LORD

9
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had dealt them. 2° And the people of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the presence of the LORD,
this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?”

2! Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the
ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to your town.” 7 ' So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and
took up the ark of the LORD. They brought it to Abinadab’s house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his
son to guard the ark of the LORD.

Footnotes:

a. 1Samuel 6:19 A few Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint 50,070
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Dig Site 5§
1 Samuel 7:2-8:22

2 The ark remained at Kiriath Jearim a long time—twenty years in all.

Samuel Subdues the Philistines at Mizpah

Then all the people of Israel turned back to the LORD. * So Samuel said to all the Israelites, “If you are
returning to the LORD with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths
and commit yourselves to the LORD and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines.” # So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only.

3> Then Samuel said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah, and I will intercede with the LORD for you.”  When
they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the LORD. On that day they
fasted and there they confessed, “We have sinned against the LORD.” Now Samuel was serving as
leader'®! of Israel at Mizpah.

"When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines came up to
attack them. When the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the Philistines. ® They said to
Samuel, “Do not stop crying out to the LORD our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the
Philistines.” ® Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and sacrificed it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD.
He cried out to the LORD on Israel’s behalf, and the LORD answered him.

10While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in battle.
But that day the LORD thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into such a
panic that they were routed before the Israelites. !! The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued
the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way to a point below Beth Kar.

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer,® saying,
“Thus far the LORD has helped us.”

13S0 the Philistines were subdued and they stopped invading Israel’s territory. Throughout Samuel’s
lifetime, the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines. 4 The towns from Ekron to Gath that the
Philistines had captured from Israel were restored to Israel, and Israel delivered the neighboring territory
from the hands of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.

15 Samuel continued as Israel’s leader all the days of his life. '® From year to year he went on a circuit
from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places. !’ But he always went back to
Ramah, where his home was, and there he also held court for Israel. And he built an altar there to the
LORD.

Israel Asks for a King

8 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders.! > The name of his firstborn was
Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. * But his sons did not follow
his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.

*So0 all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. ° They said to him, “You are
old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead'9! us, such as all the other
nations have.”
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®But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD.

7 And the LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected,
but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt
until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. * Now listen to them; but
warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his rights.”

10Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. !! He said, “This
is what the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them
serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. !> Some he will assign to be
commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his
harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. > He will take your
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. '* He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and
olive groves and give them to his attendants. > He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and
give it to his officials and attendants. '® Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle!®! and
donkeys he will take for his own use. !” He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will
become his slaves. '® When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen,
but the LORD will not answer you in that day.”

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. *° Then we will
be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.”

2I'When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the LORD. ?> The LORD answered,
“Listen to them and give them a king.”

Then Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.”

Footnotes:
a. 1Samuel 7:6 Traditionally judge; also in verse 15
b. 1Samuel 7:12 Ebenezer means stone of help.
c. 1Samuel 8:1 Traditionally judges
d. 1 Samuel 8:5 Traditionally judge; also in verses 6 and 20
e. 1Samuel 8:16 Septuagint; Hebrew young men
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New International Version

Dig Site 6
1 Samuel 9:1-10:1, 17-24

Samuel Anoints Saul

9 There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the
son of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 2 Kish had a son named Saul, as handsome a young
man as could be found anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than anyone else.

3 Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, and Kish said to his son Saul, “Take one of
the servants with you and go and look for the donkeys.” 4 So he passed through the hill country of
Ephraim and through the area around Shalisha, but they did not find them. They went on into the district
of Shaalim, but the donkeys were not there. Then he passed through the territory of Benjamin, but they
did not find them.

> When they reached the district of Zuph, Saul said to the servant who was with him, “Come, let’s go
back, or my father will stop thinking about the donkeys and start worrying about us.”

®But the servant replied, “Look, in this town there is a man of God; he is highly respected, and
everything he says comes true. Let’s go there now. Perhaps he will tell us what way to take.”

7Saul said to his servant, “If we go, what can we give the man? The food in our sacks is gone. We have
no gift to take to the man of God. What do we have?”

8 The servant answered him again. “Look,” he said, “I have a quarter of a shekel'® of silver. I will give it
to the man of God so that he will tell us what way to take.” ° (Formerly in Israel, if someone went to
inquire of God, they would say, “Come, let us go to the seer,” because the prophet of today used to be
called a seer.)

10“Good,” Saul said to his servant. “Come, let’s go.” So they set out for the town where the man of God
was.

T As they were going up the hill to the town, they met some young women coming out to draw water,
and they asked them, “Is the seer here?”

12«“He is,” they answered. “He’s ahead of you. Hurry now; he has just come to our town today, for the
people have a sacrifice at the high place. '* As soon as you enter the town, you will find him before he
goes up to the high place to eat. The people will not begin eating until he comes, because he must bless
the sacrifice; afterward, those who are invited will eat. Go up now; you should find him about this time.”

4 They went up to the town, and as they were entering it, there was Samuel, coming toward them on his
way up to the high place.

5 Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed this to Samuel: ' “About this time tomorrow I
will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over my people Israel; he will deliver
them from the hand of the Philistines. I have looked on my people, for their cry has reached me.”

7When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to him, “This is the man I spoke to you about; he
will govern my people.”

18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, “Would you please tell me where the seer’s house
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19« am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead of me to the high place, for today you are to eat with
me, and in the morning I will send you on your way and will tell you all that is in your heart. 2° As for
the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; they have been found. And to whom is all
the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and your whole family line?”

2I'Saul answered, “But am I not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel, and is not my clan the
least of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?”

22 Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall and seated them at the head of those who were
invited—about thirty in number. 2> Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the piece of meat I gave you, the one
I told you to lay aside.”

24 S0 the cook took up the thigh with what was on it and set it in front of Saul. Samuel said, “Here is
what has been kept for you. Eat, because it was set aside for you for this occasion from the time I said, ‘I
have invited guests.”” And Saul dined with Samuel that day.

25 After they came down from the high place to the town, Samuel talked with Saul on the roof of his
house. 2® They rose about daybreak, and Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Get ready, and I will send
you on your way.” When Saul got ready, he and Samuel went outside together. >’ As they were going
down to the edge of the town, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us”—and the
servant did so—"“but you stay here for a while, so that I may give you a message from God.”

10 Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, “Has not
the LORD anointed you ruler over his inheritance?™™

1 Samuel 10:17-24

17 Samuel summoned the people of Israel to the LORD at Mizpah '8 and said to them, “This is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the power of
Egypt and all the kingdoms that oppressed you.” '° But you have now rejected your God, who saves you
out of all your disasters and calamities. And you have said, ‘No, appoint a king over us.” So now present
yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and clans.”

2OWhen Samuel had all Israel come forward by tribes, the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. >! Then he
brought forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by clan, and Matri’s clan was taken. Finally Saul son of
Kish was taken. But when they looked for him, he was not to be found. ** So they inquired further of the
LORD, “Has the man come here yet?”

And the LORD said, “Yes, he has hidden himself among the supplies.”

23 They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the people he was a head taller than any of the
others. 2* Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no one like
him among all the people.”

Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!”

Footnotes:

a. 1Samuel 9:8 That is, about 1/10 ounce or about 3 grams

b. 1Samuel 10:1 Hebrew; Septuagint and Vulgate over his people Israel? You will reign over the Lord’s
people and save them from the power of their enemies round about. And this will be a sign to you that
the Lord has anointed you ruler over his inheritance:
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Dig Site 7
1 Samuel 12:1-13:15

Samuel’s Farewell Speech

12 Samuel said to all Israel, “I have listened to everything you said to me and have set a king over you.
>Now you have a king as your leader. As for me, I am old and gray, and my sons are here with you. I have
been your leader from my youth until this day. * Here I stand. Testify against me in the presence of the LORD
and his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I cheated? Whom have I
oppressed? From whose hand have I accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If [ have done any of these
things, I will make it right.”

*“You have not cheated or oppressed us,” they replied. “You have not taken anything from anyone’s hand.”

5 Samuel said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and also his anointed is witness this day, that you
have not found anything in my hand.”

“He is witness,” they said.

®Then Samuel said to the people, “It is the LORD who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your
ancestors up out of Egypt. ' Now then, stand here, because I am going to confront you with evidence before
the LORD as to all the righteous acts performed by the LORD for you and your ancestors.

8«After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the LORD for help, and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who
brought your ancestors out of Egypt and settled them in this place.

? “But they forgot the LORD their God; so he sold them into the hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of
Hazor, and into the hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought against them. '° They cried out
to the LORD and said, ‘We have sinned; we have forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths.
But now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.’ ""Then the LORD sent Jerub-
Baal,'?! Barak,® Jephthah and Samuel,“! and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies all around
you, so that you lived in safety.

12<But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me, ‘No, we
want a king to rule over us’—even though the LORD your God was your king. !> Now here is the king you
have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the LORD has set a king over you. '“If you fear the LORD and serve
and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you
follow the LORD your God—good! * But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against his
commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your ancestors.

16“Now then, stand still and see this great thing the LORD is about to do before your eyes! '” Is it not wheat
harvest now? I will call on the LORD to send thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you
did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a king.”

'8 Then Samuel called on the LORD, and that same day the LORD sent thunder and rain. So all the people
stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel.

! The people all said to Samuel, “Pray to the LORD your God for your servants so that we will not die, for we
have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king.”

29“Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the LORD, but
serve the LORD with all your heart. > Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can
they rescue you, because they are useless. 2> For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his
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people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own. 2* As for me, far be it from me that I should sin
against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right. >* But be
sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for
you. % Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will perish.”

Samuel Rebukes Saul
13 Saul was thirty!d years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty-¢! two years.

2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Mikmash and in the hill country
of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to
their homes.

3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the
trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” * So all Israel heard the news: “Saul
has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people
were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

> The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and
soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven.
®When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in
caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. ’ Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the
land of Gad and Gilead.

Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He waited seven days, the time
set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. ° So he said, “Bring me
the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. '° Just as he finished
making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.

T“What have you done?” asked Samuel.

Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that
the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, '?I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at
Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD’s favor.” So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.”

13You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “’You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave
you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. '* But now your kingdom
will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people,
because you have not kept the LORD’s command.”

15 Then Samuel left Gilgal'¢' and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who were with
him. They numbered about six hundred.

Footnotes:
a. 1Samuel 12:11 Also called Gideon
b. 1Samuel 12:11 Some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac; Hebrew Bedan
c. 1Samuel 12:11 Hebrew; some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac Samson
d. 1Samuel 13:1 A few late manuscripts of the Septuagint; Hebrew does not have thirty.
e. 1Samuel 13:1 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Acts 13:21); Masoretic Text does not

have forty-.

1 Samuel 13:5 Some Septuagint manuscripts and Syriac; Hebrew thirty thousand

g. 1Samuel 13:15 Hebrew; Septuagint Gilgal and went his way; the rest of the people went after Saul to
meet the army, and they went out of Gilgal

bl
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New International Version

Dig Site 8
1 Samuel 14:1-23

' One day Jonathan son of Saul said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the Philistine
outpost on the other side.” But he did not tell his father.

2 Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree in Migron. With him were about
six hundred men, * among whom was Ahijah, who was wearing an ephod. He was a son of Ichabod’s
brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD’s priest in Shiloh. No one was aware that
Jonathan had left.

# On each side of the pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine outpost was a cliff; one
was called Bozez and the other Seneh. ° One cliff stood to the north toward Mikmash, the other to the
south toward Geba.

® Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised
men. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by
many or by few.”

7“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.”

8 Jonathan said, “Come on, then; we will cross over toward them and let them see us. ° If they say to us,
‘Wait there until we come to you,” we will stay where we are and not go up to them. '© But if they say,
‘Come up to us,” we will climb up, because that will be our sign that the LORD has given them into our
hands.”

'S0 both of them showed themselves to the Philistine outpost. “Look!” said the Philistines. “The
Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were hiding in.” !> The men of the outpost shouted to
Jonathan and his armor-bearer, “Come up to us and we’ll teach you a lesson.”

So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Climb up after me; the LORD has given them into the hand of
Israel.”

13 Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The Philistines
fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind him. '* In that first attack Jonathan
and his armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre.

Israel Routs the Philistines

15 Then panic struck the whole army—those in the camp and field, and those in the outposts and raiding
parties—and the ground shook. It was a panic sent by God.!2!

16 Saul’s lookouts at Gibeah in Benjamin saw the army melting away in all directions. !” Then Saul said
to the men who were with him, “Muster the forces and see who has left us.” When they did, it was
Jonathan and his armor-bearer who were not there.

18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God.” (At that time it was with the Israelites.)!®! ' While Saul
was talking to the priest, the tumult in the Philistine camp increased more and more. So Saul said to the
priest, “Withdraw your hand.”

20Then Saul and all his men assembled and went to the battle. They found the Philistines in total
confusion, striking each other with their swords. 2! Those Hebrews who had previously been with the
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Philistines and had gone up with them to their camp went over to the Israelites who were with Saul and
Jonathan. > When all the Israelites who had hidden in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the
Philistines were on the run, they joined the battle in hot pursuit. > So on that day the LORD saved Israel,
and the battle moved on beyond Beth Aven.

Footnotes:
a. 1Samuel 14:15 Or a terrible panic

b. 1 Samuel 14:18 Hebrew; Septuagint “Bring the ephod.” (At that time he wore the ephod before the
Israelites.)
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Dig Site 9
1 Samuel 15:1-35
The LORD Rejects Saul as King

15 Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen
now to the message from the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. * Now go,
attack the Amalekites and totally destroy®! all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men
and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

*So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten
thousand from Judah. > Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. ® Then he said
to the Kenites, “Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy you along with them; for you
showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites moved away from
the Amalekites.

"Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt.

8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. ° But
Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves'™ and lambs—
everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was
despised and weak they totally destroyed.

19 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: '! “I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has
turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to
the LORD all that night.

12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to Carmel.
There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.”

13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’s
instructions.”

1“But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I
hear?”

15 Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and
cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”

16<“Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.”
“Tell me,” Saul replied.

17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the
tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. '® And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go
and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until you have
wiped them out.” ' Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in
the eyes of the LORD?”

20«But I did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely
destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 2! The soldiers took sheep and cattle from
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the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at
Gilgal.”

22 But Samuel replied:

“Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as much as in obeying the LORD?
To obey is better than sacrifice,
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
he has rejected you as king.”

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the LORD’s command and your instructions. I was
afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 2 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so
that I may worship the LORD.”

26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and
the LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!”

27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him,
“The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to
one better than you. 2 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a
human being, that he should change his mind.”

39Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people and before Israel;
come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD your God.” 3! So Samuel went back with Saul, and
Saul worshiped the LORD.

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites.”
Agag came to him in chains.!! And he thought, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.”
33 But Samuel said,

“As your sword has made women childless,
so will your mother be childless among women.”

And Samuel put Agag to death before the LORD at Gilgal.

3*Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. * Until the day Samuel
died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD regretted that he
had made Saul king over Israel.

Footnotes:

a. 1Samuel 15:3 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lord,
often by totally destroying them; also in verses 8, 9, 15, 18, 20 and 21.

b. 1 Samuel 15:9 Or the grown bulls; the meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.

c. 1Samuel 15:32 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.
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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel

New International Version

Dig Site 10
1 Samuel 16:1-23

16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have
chosen one of his sons to be king.”

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” * Invite Jesse to
the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when
they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”

3 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come
to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the
LORD.”

" But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.
The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not
chosen this one either.” ? Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen
this one.” !9 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not
chosen these.” ' So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

1250 he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and
handsome features.

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on
the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramabh.

David in Saul’s Service
4Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil'? spirit from the LORD tormented him.

15 Saul’s attendants said to him, “See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. ' Let our lord command
his servants here to search for someone who can play the lyre. He will play when the evil spirit from
God comes on you, and you will feel better.”

17S0 Saul said to his attendants, “Find someone who plays well and bring him to me.”
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18 One of the servants answered, “I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the
lyre. He is a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is a fine-looking man. And the LORD is with
him.”

19 Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.” 2° So
Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them with his son
David to Saul.

2 David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and David became one of his
armor-bearers. 22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, “Allow David to remain in my service, for I am
pleased with him.”

23 Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre and play. Then relief would
come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.

Footnotes:

a. 1Samuel 16:14 Or and a harmful; similarly in verses 15, 16 and 23
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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
New International Version

Dig Site 11
1 Samuel 17:1-51
David and Goliath

17 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at
Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. > Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley
of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. * The Philistines occupied one hill and the
Israelites another, with the valley between them.

* A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits
and a span.®' > He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five
thousand shekels™™'; ® on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. ’ His
spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels.!®! His shield bearer went
ahead of him.

8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a
Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. °If he is able
to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our
subjects and serve us.” '© Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and
let us fight each other.” ' On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and
terrified.

12Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight
sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old. ' Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The
firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. '* David was the youngest. The three
oldest followed Saul, ' but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

16 For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand.

7Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah¥ of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your
brothers and hurry to their camp. '® Take along these ten cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how
your brothers are and bring back some assurance'®! from them. '° They are with Saul and all the men of Israel
in the Valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines.”

2Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had
directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. 2! Israel
and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 2> David left his things with the keeper of
supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. 2> As he was talking with them,
Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and
David heard it. ** Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear.

2> Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy
Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in
marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.”

26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and
removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the
living God?”

" They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who
kills him.”
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28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and
asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I
know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.”

22 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” ** He then turned away to someone else and
brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. *! What David said was overheard and
reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him.

b

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.’

33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man,
and he has been a warrior from his youth.”

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and
carried off a sheep from the flock, 31 went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it
turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 3 Your servant has killed both the lion and the
bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living
God. * The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the
hand of this Philistine.”

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”

8 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head.
3 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them.

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. ** Then he took
his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag
and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

4'Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. “2He looked
David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised
him. * He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?”” And the Philistine cursed David by
his gods. ** “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”

3 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against
you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. *® This day
the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you down and cut oft your head. This very day I will
give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know
that there is a God in Israel. ’ All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the
LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

8 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.
#9Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

YSo David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck
down the Philistine and killed him.

> David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he
killed him, he cut off his head with the sword.

When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.

Footnotes:
a. 1Samuel 17:4 That is, about 9 feet 9 inches or about 3 meters
1 Samuel 17:5 That is, about 125 pounds or about 58 kilograms
1 Samuel 17:7 That is, about 15 pounds or about 6.9 kilograms
1 Samuel 17:17 That is, probably about 36 pounds or about 16 kilograms
1 Samuel 17:18 Or some token; or some pledge of spoils

Poo o
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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel

New International Version

Dig Site 12
1 Samuel 18:1-16, 28-30; 19:1-18

Saul’s Growing Fear of David

18 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved
him as himself. > From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return home to his family.
3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. * Jonathan took off the
robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.

> Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the
army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well.

®When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all
the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and
lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang:

“Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his tens of thousands.”

8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David with tens of
thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” ® And
from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David.

19The next day an evil® spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house,
while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand ! and he hurled it,
saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice.

12 Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with David but had departed from Saul. '* So he sent
David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men, and David led the troops in their
campaigns. '“In everything he did he had great success, because the LORD was with him. '> When Saul
saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. '® But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led
them in their campaigns.

1Samuel 18:28-30
28 When Saul realized that the LORD was with David and that his daughter Michal loved David, * Saul
became still more afraid of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days.

39 The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did, David met with
more success than the rest of Saul’s officers, and his name became well known.

Saul Tries to Kill David

19 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had taken a great liking
to David 2 and warned him, “My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard
tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. *I will go out and stand with my father in the field
where you are. I’ll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out.”

4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king do wrong to his
servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. > He took his
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life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw
it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no
reason?”’

® Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: “As surely as the LORD lives, David will not be put to
death.”

7So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was
with Saul as before.

8 Once more war broke out, and David went out and fought the Philistines. He struck them with such
force that they fled before him.

?But an evil® spirit from the LORD came on Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his
hand. While David was playing the lyre, '° Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but David
eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David made good his escape.

1 Saul sent men to David’s house to watch it and to kill him in the morning. But Michal, David’s wife,
warned him, “If you don’t run for your life tonight, tomorrow you’ll be killed.” '* So Michal let David
down through a window, and he fled and escaped. '* Then Michal took an idol and laid it on the bed,
covering it with a garment and putting some goats’ hair at the head.

“When Saul sent the men to capture David, Michal said, “He is ill.”

15Then Saul sent the men back to see David and told them, “Bring him up to me in his bed so that I may
kill him.” ' But when the men entered, there was the idol in the bed, and at the head was some goats’
hair.

17Saul said to Michal, “Why did you deceive me like this and send my enemy away so that he escaped?”
Michal told him, “He said to me, ‘Let me get away. Why should I kill you?’”

18 When David had fled and made his escape, he went to Samuel at Ramah and told him all that Saul had
done to him. Then he and Samuel went to Naioth and stayed there.

Footnotes:

a. 1Samuel 18:10 Or a harmful
b. 1 Samuel 19:9 Or But a harmful
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Dig Site 13
1 Samuel 21:1-9; 22:6-23; 23:14-18

David at Nob

21 #David went to Nob, to Ahimelek the priest. Ahimelek trembled when he met him, and asked, “Why
are you alone? Why is no one with you?”

2 David answered Ahimelek the priest, “The king sent me on a mission and said to me, ‘No one is to
know anything about the mission I am sending you on.” As for my men, I have told them to meet me at a

certain place. > Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever you can
find.”

“ But the priest answered David, “I don’t have any ordinary bread on hand; however, there is some
consecrated bread here—provided the men have kept themselves from women.”

3 David replied, “Indeed women have been kept from us, as usual whenever® I set out. The men’s
bodies are holy even on missions that are not holy. How much more so today!” ® So the priest gave him
the consecrated bread, since there was no bread there except the bread of the Presence that had been
removed from before the LORD and replaced by hot bread on the day it was taken away.

"Now one of Saul’s servants was there that day, detained before the LORD; he was Doeg the Edomite,
Saul’s chief shepherd.

8 David asked Ahimelek, “Don’t you have a spear or a sword here? I haven’t brought my sword or any
other weapon, because the king’s mission was urgent.”

? The priest replied, “The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in the Valley of Elah, is here;
it is wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you want it, take it; there is no sword here but that one.”

David said, “There is none like it; give it to me.”

1 Samuel 22:6-23
Saul Kills the Priests of Nob

®Now Saul heard that David and his men had been discovered. And Saul was seated, spear in hand,
under the tamarisk tree on the hill at Gibeah, with all his officials standing at his side. "He said to them,
“Listen, men of Benjamin! Will the son of Jesse give all of you fields and vineyards? Will he make all
of you commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds? 8 Is that why you have all conspired
against me? No one tells me when my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse. None of you is
concerned about me or tells me that my son has incited my servant to lie in wait for me, as he does
today.”

? But Doeg the Edomite, who was standing with Saul’s officials, said, “I saw the son of Jesse come to
Ahimelek son of Ahitub at Nob. '® Ahimelek inquired of the LORD for him; he also gave him provisions
and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”

"' Then the king sent for the priest Ahimelek son of Ahitub and all the men of his family, who were the
priests at Nob, and they all came to the king. '* Saul said, “Listen now, son of Ahitub.”
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“Yes, my lord,” he answered.

13 Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, giving him bread and
a sword and inquiring of God for him, so that he has rebelled against me and lies in wait for me, as he
does today?”’

14 Ahimelek answered the king, “Who of all your servants is as loyal as David, the king’s son-in-law,
captain of your bodyguard and highly respected in your household? 1> Was that day the first time I
inquired of God for him? Of course not! Let not the king accuse your servant or any of his father’s
family, for your servant knows nothing at all about this whole affair.”

16 But the king said, “You will surely die, Ahimelek, you and your whole family.”

17 Then the king ordered the guards at his side: “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because they too
have sided with David. They knew he was fleeing, yet they did not tell me.”

But the king’s officials were unwilling to raise a hand to strike the priests of the LORD.

18 The king then ordered Doeg, “You turn and strike down the priests.” So Doeg the Edomite turned and
struck them down. That day he killed eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. '° He also put to the
sword Nob, the town of the priests, with its men and women, its children and infants, and its cattle,
donkeys and sheep.

20 But one son of Ahimelek son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled to join David. 2! He told
David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD. 2> Then David said to Abiathar, “That day, when
Doeg the Edomite was there, I knew he would be sure to tell Saul. I am responsible for the death of your
whole family. > Stay with me; don’t be afraid. The man who wants to kill you is trying to kill me too.
You will be safe with me.”

1 Samuel 23:14-18

4 David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul
searched for him, but God did not give David into his hands.

15While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that'?! Saul had come out to take his life.
16 And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God. " “Don’t be
afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be
second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” '8 The two of them made a covenant before the LORD.
Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh.

Footnotes:

a. 1Samuel 21:1 In Hebrew texts 21:1-15 is numbered 21:2-16.
b. 1 Samuel 21:5 Or from us in the past few days since
c. 1Samuel 23:15 Or he was afraid because

28


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+21%3A1-9%3B+22%3A6-23%3B+23%3A14-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7826a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+21%3A1-9%3B+22%3A6-23%3B+23%3A14-18&version=NIV#en-NIV-7774
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+21%3A1-9%3B+22%3A6-23%3B+23%3A14-18&version=NIV#en-NIV-7778
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+21%3A1-9%3B+22%3A6-23%3B+23%3A14-18&version=NIV#en-NIV-7826

29



Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
New International Version

Dig Site 14
1 Samuel 24:1-22
David Spares Saul’s Life

24 18 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.”
2 S0 Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men
near the Crags of the Wild Goats.

3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David
and his men were far back in the cave. * The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he
said™® to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.””” Then David
crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.

> Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. He said to his men,
“The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lay my hand on
him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.” 7 With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not
allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.

8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind
him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. ° He said to Saul, “Why do
you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? '° This day you have seen with your own eyes
how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I
said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the LORD’s anointed.” !! See, my father, look at
this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that there is
nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but
you are hunting me down to take my life. '> May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the
LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. '* As the old saying
goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,” so my hand will not touch you.

14<A gainst whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? '°> May
the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he
vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”

1 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud.
17y ou are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly.

¥ You have just now told me about the good you did to me; the LORD delivered me into your hands, but
you did not kill me. ! When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD
reward you well for the way you treated me today. 2 I know that you will surely be king and that the
kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 2! Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not
kill off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.”

2250 David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up to the
stronghold.

Footnotes:

1. 1 Samuel 24:1 In Hebrew texts 24:1-22 is numbered 24:2-23.
2. 1Samuel 24:4 Or “Today the Lord is saying
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1 Samuel 25:1-42
David, Nabal and Abigail

25 Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned for him; and they buried him at his home in
Ramah. Then David moved down into the Desert of Paran.!2!

2 A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He had a thousand goats
and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in Carmel. * His name was Nabal and his wife’s name
was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband was surly and mean in his
dealings—he was a Calebite.

4While David was in the wilderness, he heard that Nabal was shearing sheep. > So he sent ten young
men and said to them, “Go up to Nabal at Carmel and greet him in my name. ° Say to him: ‘Long life to
you! Good health to you and your household! And good health to all that is yours!

7«“Now I hear that it is sheep-shearing time. When your shepherds were with us, we did not mistreat
them, and the whole time they were at Carmel nothing of theirs was missing. ® Ask your own servants
and they will tell you. Therefore be favorable toward my men, since we come at a festive time. Please
give your servants and your son David whatever you can find for them.’”

® When David’s men arrived, they gave Nabal this message in David’s name. Then they waited.

10Nabal answered David’s servants, “Who is this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants are
breaking away from their masters these days. !' Why should I take my bread and water, and the meat I
have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who knows where?”

12David’s men turned around and went back. When they arrived, they reported every word. '* David said
to his men, “Each of you strap on your sword!” So they did, and David strapped his on as well. About
four hundred men went up with David, while two hundred stayed with the supplies.

14 One of the servants told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, “David sent messengers from the wilderness to give
our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at them. !> Yet these men were very good to us. They did
not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them nothing was missing. !¢ Night
and day they were a wall around us the whole time we were herding our sheep near them. !’ Now think it
over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He
is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.”

18 Abigail acted quickly. She took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed sheep,
five seahs!® of roasted grain, a hundred cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed figs, and
loaded them on donkeys. !° Then she told her servants, “Go on ahead; I’ll follow you.” But she did not
tell her husband Nabal.

20 As she came riding her donkey into a mountain ravine, there were David and his men descending
toward her, and she met them. >! David had just said, “It’s been useless—all my watching over this
fellow’s property in the wilderness so that nothing of his was missing. He has paid me back evil for
good. 2 May God deal with David,'¥! be it ever so severely, if by morning I leave alive one male of all
who belong to him!”
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23 When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before David with her face
to the ground. >* She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, and let me speak to you;
hear what your servant has to say. 2° Please pay no attention, my lord, to that wicked man Nabal. He is
just like his name—his name means Fool, and folly goes with him. And as for me, your servant, I did
not see the men my lord sent. 26 And now, my lord, as surely as the LORD your God lives and as you live,
since the LORD has kept you from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, may
your enemies and all who are intent on harming my lord be like Nabal. 2’ And let this gift, which your
servant has brought to my lord, be given to the men who follow you.

28 «Please forgive your servant’s presumption. The LORD your God will certainly make a lasting dynasty
for my lord, because you fight the LORD’s battles, and no wrongdoing will be found in you as long as
you live. 2 Even though someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my lord will be bound
securely in the bundle of the living by the LORD your God, but the lives of your enemies he will hurl
away as from the pocket of a sling. > When the LORD has fulfilled for my lord every good thing he
promised concerning him and has appointed him ruler over Israel, *' my lord will not have on his
conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And when the
LORD your God has brought my lord success, remember your servant.”

32 David said to Abigail, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has sent you today to meet me.
33 May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and from
avenging myself with my own hands. ** Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who
has kept me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, not one male belonging to
Nabal would have been left alive by daybreak.”

33 Then David accepted from her hand what she had brought him and said, “Go home in peace. I have
heard your words and granted your request.”

3 When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house holding a banquet like that of a king. He was in high
spirits and very drunk. So she told him nothing at all until daybreak. >’ Then in the morning, when Nabal
was sober, his wife told him all these things, and his heart failed him and he became like a stone.

38 About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and he died.

39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Praise be to the LORD, who has upheld my cause
against Nabal for treating me with contempt. He has kept his servant from doing wrong and has brought
Nabal’s wrongdoing down on his own head.”

Then David sent word to Abigail, asking her to become his wife. *° His servants went to Carmel and said
to Abigail, “David has sent us to you to take you to become his wife.”

*! She bowed down with her face to the ground and said, “I am your servant and am ready to serve you
and wash the feet of my lord’s servants.” > Abigail quickly got on a donkey and, attended by her five
female servants, went with David’s messengers and became his wife.

Footnotes:
1. 1Samuel 25:1 Hebrew and some Septuagint manuscripts; other Septuagint manuscripts Maon

2. 1Samuel 25:18 That is, probably about 60 pounds or about 27 kilograms
3. 1 Samuel 25:22 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew with David’s enemies
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1 Samuel 31:1-6; 2 Samuel 2:1-17; 3:1; 5:1-5
Saul Takes His Life

31 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled before them, and many fell dead on
Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines were in hot pursuit of Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons
Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua. 3 The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers
overtook him, they wounded him critically.

4 Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and run me through, or these uncircumcised fellows
will come and run me through and abuse me.”

But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. > When
the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died with him. ¢ So Saul and his
three sons and his armor-bearer and all his men died together that same day.

2 Samuel 2:1-17

David Anointed King Over Judah

2 In the course of time, David inquired of the LORD. “Shall I go up to one of the towns of Judah?” he
asked.

The LORD said, “Go up.”
David asked, “Where shall I go?”
“To Hebron,” the LORD answered.

2So David went up there with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal of
Carmel. * David also took the men who were with him, each with his family, and they settled in Hebron
and its towns. * Then the men of Judah came to Hebron, and there they anointed David king over the
tribe of Judah.

When David was told that it was the men from Jabesh Gilead who had buried Saul, ° he sent messengers
to them to say to them, “The LORD bless you for showing this kindness to Saul your master by burying
him. ® May the LORD now show you kindness and faithfulness, and I too will show you the same favor
because you have done this. ? Now then, be strong and brave, for Saul your master is dead, and the
people of Judah have anointed me king over them.”

War Between the Houses of David and Saul

8 Meanwhile, Abner son of Ner, the commander of Saul’s army, had taken Ish-Bosheth son of Saul and
brought him over to Mahanaim. 9 He made him king over Gilead, Ashuri and Jezreel, and also over
Ephraim, Benjamin and all Israel.

19Tsh-Bosheth son of Saul was forty years old when he became king over Israel, and he reigned two
years. The tribe of Judah, however, remained loyal to David. '! The length of time David was king in
Hebron over Judah was seven years and six months.

12 Abner son of Ner, together with the men of Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, left Mahanaim and went to
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Gibeon. ' Joab son of Zeruiah and David’s men went out and met them at the pool of Gibeon. One
group sat down on one side of the pool and one group on the other side.

“Then Abner said to Joab, “Let’s have some of the young men get up and fight hand to hand in front of

2

us.
“All right, let them do it,” Joab said.

13S0 they stood up and were counted off—twelve men for Benjamin and Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, and
twelve for David. '® Then each man grabbed his opponent by the head and thrust his dagger into his
opponent’s side, and they fell down together. So that place in Gibeon was called Helkath Hazzurim. 2!

17 The battle that day was very fierce, and Abner and the Israelites were defeated by David’s men.
2 Samuel 3:1

3 The war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long time. David grew stronger
and stronger, while the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.

2 Samuel 5:1-5

David Becomes King Over Israel

5 All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your own flesh and blood. 2 In the
past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their military campaigns. And the
LORD said to you, “You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.””

3When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king made a covenant with them
at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years. > In Hebron he reigned
over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three
years.

Footnotes:

a. 2 Samuel 2:16 Helkath Hazzurim means field of daggers or field of hostilities.
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2 Samuel 5:6-6:19

David Conquers Jerusalem

®The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who lived there. The Jebusites said
to David, “You will not get in here; even the blind and the lame can ward you off.” They thought,
“David cannot get in here.” ” Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion—which is the City of
David.

8 On that day David had said, “Anyone who conquers the Jebusites will have to use the water shaft to
reach those ‘lame and blind” who are David’s enemies.®” That is why they say, “The ‘blind and lame’
will not enter the palace.”

? David then took up residence in the fortress and called it the City of David. He built up the area around
it, from the terraces'® inward. '° And he became more and more powerful, because the LORD God
Almighty was with him.

"'Now Hiram king of Tyre sent envoys to David, along with cedar logs and carpenters and stonemasons,
and they built a palace for David. > Then David knew that the LORD had established him as king over
Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.

13 After he left Hebron, David took more concubines and wives in Jerusalem, and more sons and
daughters were born to him. 14 These are the names of the children born to him there: Shammua, Shobab,
Nathan, Solomon, !* Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, '® Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet.

David Defeats the Philistines

7 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, they went up in full force to
search for him, but David heard about it and went down to the stronghold. '® Now the Philistines had
come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; ' so David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go and attack
the Philistines? Will you deliver them into my hands?”

The LORD answered him, “Go, for I will surely deliver the Philistines into your hands.”

20 S0 David went to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, “As waters break out, the LORD
has broken out against my enemies before me.” So that place was called Baal Perazim.¢! 2! The
Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David and his men carried them off.

22 Once more the Philistines came up and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; ** so David inquired of
the LORD, and he answered, “Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in
front of the poplar trees. 2* As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the poplar trees,
move quickly, because that will mean the LORD has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine
army.” 25 So David did as the LORD commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines all the way
from Gibeon'd! to Gezer.

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

6 David again brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty thousand. 2 He and all his men
went to Baalah!® in Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name,! the
name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim on the ark. * They set the ark of
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God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio,
sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart * with the ark of God on it,'#! and Ahio was walking in front
of it. > David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with castanets,™! harps,
lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cymbals.

When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God,
because the oxen stumbled. ’ The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act;
therefore God struck him down, and he died there beside the ark of God.

8 Then David was angry because the LORD’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that
place is called Perez Uzzah !

David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, “How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?”
0He was not willing to take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it
to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. !' The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the
Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household.

12 Now King David was told, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he
has, because of the ark of God.” So David went to bring up the ark of God from the house of Obed-
Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. '* When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had
taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. '* Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing
before the LORD with all his might, '° while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the LORD with
shouts and the sound of trumpets.

16 As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a
window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her
heart.

17 They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it,
and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the LORD. ' After he had finished
sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD
Almighty. '° Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the
whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes.

Footnotes:
a. 2Samuel 5:8 Or are hated by David
b. 2Samuel 5:9 Or the Millo
c. 2Samuel 5:20 Baal Perazim means the lord who breaks out.
d. 2Samuel 5:25 Septuagint (see also 1 Chron. 14:16); Hebrew Geba
e. 2Samuel 6:2 That s, Kiriath Jearim (see 1 Chron. 13:6)
f. 2 Samuel 6:2 Hebrew; Septuagint and Vulgate do not have the Name.
g. 2 Samuel 6:4 Dead Sea Scrolls and some Septuagint manuscripts; Masoretic Text cart “and they brought

it with the ark of God from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill
2 Samuel 6:5 Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint (see also 1 Chron. 13:8) songs
i. 2Samuel 6:8 Perez Uzzah means outbreak against Uzzah.

G
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2 Samuel 7:1-29

God’s Promise to David

7 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, % he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God
remains in a tent.”

3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”
4 But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:

3“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to
dwell in? °T have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I
have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the
Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?””

8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture,
from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. ° I have been with you wherever
you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great,
like the names of the greatest men on earth. '° And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will
plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not
oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning '! and have done ever since the time I appointed
leaders!?! over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.

““The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: !> When your days are
over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and
blood, and I will establish his kingdom. '* He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. '*1 will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does
wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. '> But my
love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.
16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me®; your throne will be established
forever.””

17 Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.

David’s Prayer
'8 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said:

“Who am I, Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? '° And as if this
were not enough in your sight, Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken about the future of the house of
your servant—and this decree, Sovereign LORD, is for a mere human!'¢!

20<«What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign LORD. ! For the sake of
your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known to your servant.

22“How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we

have heard with our own ears. 2* And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God

went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and
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awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you redeemed
from Egypt?9 2* You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you, LORD,
have become their God.

25«And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning your servant and his
house. Do as you promised, 2° so that your name will be great forever. Then people will say, ‘The LORD
Almighty is God over Israel!” And the house of your servant David will be established in your sight.

27«LorD Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house
for you.” So your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you. 2® Sovereign LORD, you are God!
Your covenant is trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant. 2 Now be
pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you, Sovereign
LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever.”

Footnotes:
a. 2 Samuel 7:11 Traditionally judges
b. 2Samuel 7:16 Some Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint; most Hebrew manuscripts you
c. 2 Samuel 7:19 Or for the human race
d. 2 Samuel 7:23 See Septuagint and 1 Chron. 17:21; Hebrew wonders for your land and before your

people, whom you redeemed from Egypt, from the nations and their gods.
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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
New International Version

Dig Site 19
2 Samuel 9:1-13
David and Mephibosheth

9 David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for
Jonathan’s sake?”

2Now there was a servant of Saul’s household named Ziba. They summoned him to appear before
David, and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?”

“At your service,” he replied.

3 The king asked, “Is there no one still alive from the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s
kindness?”

Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is lame in both feet.”

4 “Where is he?” the king asked.

Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.”

3 So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel.

®When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him
honor.

David said, “Mephibosheth!”
“At your service,” he replied.

"“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father
Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always
eat at my table.”

8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like
me?”

? Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s steward, and said to him, “I have given your master’s grandson
everything that belonged to Saul and his family. ' You and your sons and your servants are to farm the
land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson may be provided for. And
Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and
twenty servants.)

"' Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to
do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s!?! table like one of the king’s sons.

12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mika, and all the members of Ziba’s household were servants
of Mephibosheth. '* And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king’s table; he
was lame in both feet.

Footnotes:

a. 2 Samuel 9:11 Septuagint; Hebrew my
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Children’s Bible Quizzing Portions from 1 & 2 Samuel
New International Version

Dig Site 20
2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26-27; 12:1-10, 13-25
David and Bathsheba

11 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole
Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

% One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw
a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, * and David sent someone to find out about her. The man
said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” * Then David sent
messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her
monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. > The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, I
am pregnant.”

®So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7 When Uriah
came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. ® Then
David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from
the king was sent after him. ® But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and
did not go down to his house.

1 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military
campaign? Why didn’t you go home?”’

' Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents,"! and my commander Joab and my
lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and make love to
my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”

12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained
in Jerusalem that day and the next. '* At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him
drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go
home.

'4In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. '* In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front
where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”

16So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders
were. ' When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell;
moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.

2 Samuel 11:26-27

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. ?” After the time of mourning
was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing
David had done displeased the LORD.

2 Samuel 12:1-10 — Nathan Rebukes David

12 The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town,
one rich and the other poor. > The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, * but the poor man
had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children.
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It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.

4“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle
to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the
poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”

> David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who
did this must die! ® He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”

"Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed
you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. ® I gave your master’s house to you, and your
master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would
have given you even more. ° Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes?
You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the
sword of the Ammonites. '° Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you
despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’

2 Samuel 12:13-25

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”

Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. '* But because by doing this
you have shown utter contempt for'?! the LORD, the son born to you will die.”

15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and he
became ill. ' David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and spent the nights lying in sackcloth™ on the
ground. " The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and
he would not eat any food with them.

'8 On the seventh day the child died. David’s attendants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for
they thought, “While the child was still living, he wouldn’t listen to us when we spoke to him. How can we
now tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate.”

9 David noticed that his attendants were whispering among themselves, and he realized the child was dead.
“Is the child dead?” he asked.

“Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.”

20Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went
into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served
him food, and he ate.

21 His attendants asked him, “Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept,
but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!”

2 He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD may
be gracious to me and let the child live.” > But now that he is dead, why should I go on fasting? Can I bring
him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”

2*Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and made love to her. She gave birth to a
son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him; 25 and because the LORD loved him, he sent word
through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah.'*!

Footnotes:
a. 2Samuel 11:11 Or staying at SukkothFootnotes:
b. 2 Samuel 12:14 An ancient Hebrew scribal tradition; Masoretic Text for the enemies of
c. 2 Samuel 12:16 Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint; Masoretic Text does not have in sackcloth.

d. 2 Samuel 12:25 Jedidiah means loved by the Lord.
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