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HAPPENING

TODAY
Delegate/Visitor Registration
8 AM – 8 PM
KRK & World Quiz Registration
8 AM – 10 PM
GNEC Conference
8 – 11:30 AM
1:15 – 5 PM
USA/Can Youth Quiz
8 AM – 12 PM
1 – 5 PM
Workshops
8:30 AM – 12 PM
1 – 6 PM
NYI Plenary
9 – 10:30 AM
4 – 5 PM
SDMI Plenary
9 – 10:30 AM
Exhibit Hall Open
9 AM – 7 PM
KRK Play Zone
9 AM – 7 PM
Nazarene Educators Worldwide
1 – 5 PM
Worship Service
7 – 8:30 PM
See your Event Directory for a
full schedule and locations
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OPENING SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS
UNITY IN DIVERSITY
“One Body” served
as the theme of Thursday
night’s opening service at
General Assembly 2017.
Phillip Weatherill,
global Nazarene Missions
International president,
greeted the congregation
and presented the NMI
100th anniversary video.
Weatherill reported that 300
people come to Christ every
day in the Church of the
Nazarene worldwide. Global
NMI Director Lola Brickey
introduced the much-anticipated march of the flags of
the nations.
General Superintendent
Gustavo Crocker presented
his message after Scripture
readings from representatives of each of the denomination’s six global regions
and the song “We Will
Stand.”
Crocker’s message was
taken from I Corinthians
12:12-26, emphasizing the
metaphor of “one body,”
saying the Church is the
embodiment of Jesus and
Jesus’ unity with the Father.
Crocker emphasized that in
the Church there is “unity
in diversity,” and in this
diversity we find beauty and

strength. Crocker specifically mentioned ways in
which each region – Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eurasia,
Mesoamerica, South America, and USA/Canada —
contributes to the diverse
beauty and strength of the
Church of the Nazarene and
its mission. Likewise, Crocker emphasized local congregations who have consistently given to strengthen
the mission, while highlighting the importance of
every member and every
church consistently contributing what they can in time,
giving, and other means of
sacrifice to strengthen the
whole Body of Christ.
Crocker gave moving
stories from his own life and
the lives of people throughout the world that high-

lighted the importance of
being a consistently loving
and connected body as the
Church.
“The Church is a body
that is concerned about the
last, the least, and the lost,”
he said. “A global church
suffers with those who suffer
and rejoices with those who
rejoice. We are one.”
He repeated the “Ubuntu”
philosophy of the African
peoples: “We are; therefore,
I am.”
The service closed with
an invitation to everyone to
find someone from a different culture and generation,
and pray together.
“This is your Church,
Father,” Crocker prayed.
“Bring down any barrier
that is between us.”
– Courtesy of Holiness Today ■
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AMBASSADORS
OF COMPASSION
More than 1,200 Nazarenes have gathered this
week for One Heart – Many
Hands, a weeklong service
project in the 46201 zip
code.
The group is working on
nearly 150 projects, including building five brand new
homes in partnership with
the Central Indiana Fuller
Center for Housing.
Lorie Crawford, Work &
Witness coordinator for the
USA/Canada Eastern Kentucky District, shared about
her experience working on
one of the new houses.
“The neighbor across
the street from us wasn’t
happy because we were using his yard to sit around in
and store one of our trailers,” she said. “I kept hearing
people say he was grouchy,
so I made it a point to meet
him myself.”
As Crawford talked with
him, she knew the team
needed to do something for
him, too. The man’s yard was
full of weeds because his
lawnmower was broken, so
the team bought him a lawn
mower, gas can, and gas.
“We mowed his yard
while he was at work the
next day and then surprised
him with the new mower when he came home,”
Crawford said. “He was so
happy! He knows who the
Nazarenes are now!”
The team’s generous
act inspired another group
to borrow the new mower
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

and cut another yard on the
same street.
Other projects included
repairs to 85 owner-occupied homes and 58 projects
at abandoned houses in
high-crime areas chosen by
the county.
Improvements to the
abandoned houses included installing floodlights in
backyards, removing vegetation, and painting designs
on boarded-up windows
and doors.
“They got real creative with the designs,”
said George Sisler, OHMH
president. “I saw stained
glass windows and a table
with light and flowers. The
neighbors were happy to get
rid of some eye sores!”
Sisler is grateful for the
help of several partners.
“I want to thank our
partners that have made this
possible — Shepherd Community Center, Englewood,
SEND, the Fuller Center,
and most importantly the
home owners for allowing
us to be part of their lives
for a week,” he said.
OHMH began 18 June
and concludes 23 June. ■

Church of the Nazarene Foundation
Serving you through

LEGACY
SUNDAY

PLANNED
GIVING

MINISTRY
FUNDING

ESTATE
PLANNING
RESOURCES

Explore additional
ways to fund your ministry
Why don’t local churches receive more legacy gifts? Most Christians reply, “No one ever asked!”
Your church or ministry could benefit from estate gifts, life
income gifts, and non-cash gifts to fund your future ministry
projects—but many generous givers don’t know that these options
are available to them!
Foundation representatives are available to facilitate
planned gifts to your ministry. We can help you
promote legacy giving to your congregation and
develop transformational, sustainable funding
for the future.

For more information,
stop by our booth

or contact us using the information below.
913.577.2983 or toll-free 866.273.2549
info@nazarenefoundation.org
www.NazareneFoundation.org
17001 Prairie Star Parkway, Suite 200
Lenexa, KS 66220
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NMI LOOKS FORWARD
On day 2 of the Nazarene Missions International
Convention, NMI adopted
a simple and more flexible
constitution.
A committee spent
the last quadrennium
endeavoring to create the
constitution, which “keeps
NMI focused on being a
movement rather than an
organization,” according
to Global NMI President
Philip Weatherill.
“The streamlined, simpler wording will probably
translate better around the
world,” said Gloria Miller,
an NMI delegate and former missionary.
In addition to business,
NMI sessions featured steel

drums, a Rwandan children’s choir, and personal
stories about LINKS.
Regional reports continued to be fast-moving
and story-focused.
“I like that the convention has focused on why
we do what we do,” said
delegate Zack Smithson.
The Thursday evening
service included an NMI
challenge and flags of the
162 world areas where the
Church of the Nazarene has
a presence.
“I was thrilled that the
opening evening service
highlighted missions,” said
Karen Davisson, an NMI
delegate. ■

Pensions and Benefits USA
Visit us today to discuss retirement, life and
disability insurance, housing allowance,
structuring compensation, or other financial
topics that matter to you as a church
employee or treasurer.

Friday’s Workshops

(at the P&B booth in the Exhibit Hall)
9:00 a.m. – Make the Most of Your Retirement
Savings
10:00 a.m. – P&B USA-Funded Benefits
1:00 p.m. – Take the First Step to Investing
4:00 p.m. – P&B USA-Funded Benefits
5:00 p.m. – Health Insurance Resources
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SDMI UNITED IN
ITS MISSION

The Sunday School and
Discipleship Ministries International Convention opened
Wednesday evening with a
series of inspiring international speakers and vibrant
music.
Missionaries Scott and
Emily Armstrong emceed
the program, which featured
“TED Talks” from Angel
Segui (Guatemala/USA),
Jimmy De Gouveia (Venezuela), Khalil Halaseh (Middle
East), and Celita Soares
(Cabo Verde), and a greeting
from Global SDMI Director
Woodie Stevens. All focused
on making disciples through
Sunday school and related
ministries.
Nazarene singers from
Cali, Colombia, led worship in song Wednesday
night, and the group Blessed
Generation from Rwanda
served as Thursday’s worship
leaders.
Thursday’s SDMI plenary included a message from
General Superintendent
Jerry D. Porter, who talked
about encouragement and
being open to new methods

in the church. Porter highlighted his points with “older
music,” which he pointed out
was once new, unwelcomed,
and initially rejected. He
encouraged SDMI delegates
of all ages to avoid bitterness
and arrogance in attitude and
welcome new ideas.
He closed his message by
emphasizing the importance
of relationships as Nazarenes
make disciples – who make
disciples – who make disciples.
“Who is discipling you,
and who are you discipling?”
Porter asked.
“It is absolutely thrilling
to recognize the global family coming together, united in
our great mission of making
disciples,” Stevens said. “All
of us are sharing the same
mission, and we’re united
around Vision 2020.”
Porter, who is retiring
this year as general superintendent, and his wife, Toni,
were presented with the
Second Mile Award for their
service to SDMI and the
Church of the Nazarene. ■

Visit

nazarene.org/give-ga
or choose

“Give to GA”
pbusa.org

Serving Those Who Serve for Almost a Century
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

in the General Assembly
App menu
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NYI ANNOUNCES THIRD WAVE LOCATION

During the first night of
the Global Nazarene Youth
International Convention,
more than 3,000 NYI delegates and visitors participated in a unique worship
experience hosted by the
USA/Canada Region NYI.
This worship event involved
creative elements of song,
prayer, Scripture reading,
and reflection. Music was
led by Harbour, the worship team for NYC2015 in
Louisville, Kentucky.
One of the new elements added to the 24th
Global NYI Convention
schedule is the inclusion of
delegate caucuses. During a

segment of each day, delegates will be divided by delegate type — youth, lay, and
ministerial — and invited
to participate in focused
dialogue and conversation
around the three NYI core
strategies of evangelism,
discipleship, and leadership
development.
“This is a great opportunity for NYI leaders to
hear directly from youth
and youth leaders around
the world on what is important to them,” said Gary
Hartke, global NYI director.
NYI delegates also
learned what youth ministry looks like in each other’s
local church, district, and
field.
“By sharing about their
successes in youth ministry
— as well as their challenges and struggles — NYI
members will be able to
learn from one another on
how to be more effective in
reaching youth for Christ,
discipling them in their

walk, and developing them
as leaders,” Hartke said.
During the Thursday
afternoon session, an important announcement was
made regarding Third Wave
2019. The Third Wave Leadership Conference gives
young people in the Church
of the Nazarene the chance
to be developed as leaders within a global setting
through worship, training,
fellowship, and service.
The past four Third Wave
conferences have taken
place in Quito, Ecuador, in
2004; Johannesburg, South
Africa, in 2007; Bangkok,
Thailand, in 2012; and San
Jose, Costa Rica, in 2015.
The upcoming Third
Wave in January 2019 will
be held in Kolkata, India.
Participants will engage in
the vibrant culture of India,
one of the largest and fastest growing areas within the
Church of the Nazarene.
Youth between the ages of
16 and 29 who are interested

in participating in Third
Wave 2019 should contact
their field NYI leadership. ■

Young Clergy Meetup—Tonight!
Friday, June 23
9:30–11:30 p.m.
JW Marriott (blue hotel)–Room 201
Q&A with Rev. Dr. Deirdre Brower-Latz

Sponsored by
Pensions & Benefits USA
& COMPASS Initiative

Late night coffee, tea & conversation… You know you want to!
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
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